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BCTD President Mark Ayers Named to Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future
Commission will provide recommendations on managing used fuel and nuclear waste

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Secretary of Energy Steven Chu today announced that BCTD President Mark H. Ayers has been named as a member of a Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future that will be charged with providing formal recommendations for developing a safe, long-term solution to managing the Nation’s used nuclear fuel and nuclear waste.  

The Commission is being co-chaired by former Congressman Lee Hamilton and former National Security Advisor Brent Scowcroft.  The Commission is made up of 15 members who have a range of expertise and experience in nuclear issues, including scientists, industry representatives, and respected former elected officials.

Because President Barack Obama has made the decision not to proceed with the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository, he has directed Secretary Chu to coordinate an effort to conduct a comprehensive review of policies for managing the issues associated with spent nuclear fuel and nuclear waste.  The Commission announced today by the Secretary has been given the responsibility of providing advice and making recommendations on issues including alternatives for the storage, processing, and disposal of civilian and defense spent nuclear fuel and nuclear waste.  

“I am honored and pleased that Secretary Chu has recognized that America’s Building Trades Unions have considerable knowledge and expertise to offer when it comes to making sure that nuclear energy provides clean, safe, affordable and reliable power for American businesses and consumers,” said Ayers.  “As we move towards a cleaner, low-carbon energy future, nuclear power has an important role to play, and this Commission will work to ensure a viable, long-term solution to deal with the problem of spent nuclear fuel and waste.  I look forward to working with Congressman Hamilton and General Scowcroft, and all the members of this Commission in developing these solutions and recommendations.”

# # #

The Building and Construction Trades Department is an alliance of 13 national and international unions that collectively represent over 2 million skilled craft professionals in the United States and Canada
