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The Council’s Health Care Reform Committee met today during lunch…

to review plans for a mobilization in support of President’s Obama’s initiative to reform health care in America.

As one of the two Vice-Chairs of the Committee, I chaired the meeting in Brother Jerry McEntee’s absence.

President Obama and his administration have made it clear that health care reform will be his next big initiative.  
And it was the sentiment of the Committee that we must join hands with them to move this initiative forward. 

We understand that Congressional committees may move legislation as early as May or June…

and the President has $634 billion in his budget for health care this year. 
He views it as a down payment on reform…

and it is just one more indication that he’s going all-out to win reform this year. 
We have to back him up and do everything we possibly can to support this agenda.

We all know that it is time – past time – for us to reform a health care system that is broken. 
Last week when the President addressed Congress…

he said what those of us in this room already know: 
We can’t afford to keep delaying real changes in our system.
Health care expenses are eating up more of families’ incomes each and every year. 
Budgets across all levels of government are suffering…

and health care costs are putting businesses OUT of business and forcing workers out of jobs. 
In the last eight years, the cost of premiums has gone up four times – FOUR TIMES – as fast as wages. 
Our members know this issue firsthand. 
They’ve given up wage increases time and time again to hold on to the health care they have. 
And yet, their coverage costs more – and they get less – with each passing year. 
We cannot afford to wait any longer to do what should have been done decades ago.
Now clearly, health care reform is certainly not our only priority. 
We have been concentrating our energy and resources on the Number One Priority for all of labor: 
the Employee Free Choice Act. 
Nothing could be more important than restoring the freedom of workers to form and join unions. 
But it’s clear that the Obama Administration is moving ahead aggressively on health care. 
That means we’ve got to be vigilant on both fronts.
The health care battle won’t be easy. 
The usual suspects will be out in full force. 
The insurance companies and their lobbyists.
Big Pharma. 
The right-wing lawmakers who will throw out all the old battle cries…

like socialism, government-controlled medicine and all the rest…

to scare the daylights out of people. 
They will do everything possible to stop this train from coming through.

You heard what they said during the debate over the economic recovery package. 
They actually criticized investments in electronic health records…

best practices and new technology to bring down costs. 
They had the nerve to say that these were investments in a government takeover of medicine. 
That’s nonsense! 
These are investments in our future – we know that.

But none of this resistance surprises us. 
Will we ever forget that “fun” couple, Harry and Louise?  
It was all lies – but it worked.  
Harry and Louise scared people…

and the insurance industry had the debate on their terms. 
And we know what happens when you set the terms: 
You win. 
Well things have changed. 
This time it is OUR debate, on OUR terms. 

We’ll have to fight and fight hard.  
And we know the enemies of reform will burn through millions and millions of dollars to win. 
They will outspend us, so we must outwork them.

You know what we’re looking for. 
In a nutshell…

reform that makes health care affordable…

gives Americans peace of mind…

provides oversight so the insurance companies stop ripping us off…

and fixes our health care system right now. 
We’ve got to be ready to step up to the plate just like we’re doing on the Employee Free Choice Act. 
We’ve got to be just as aggressive with health care. 
We absolutely have to mobilize our members – get them out like we did on Social Security and other big fights. 
We’re fortunate to have a strong national coalition, Health Care for America NOW!
that we are working with in the effort for health care reform.  
The Coalition that has been successful in raising considerable resources outside of labor.  
Last year they were able to get $10 million to build a field staff of 75 organizers and a strong national staff. 
This year they have a budget of around $25 million…

so they are in a position to provide the field staff…

to organize a grass roots campaign without our having to divert people from the Free Choice Campaign.

Next week the Coalition is launching…

at our suggestion…

a campaign against insurance company abuses. 
You have a copy of the flier for the event at before you.

Next month, they will be organizing events around the country…

Ranging from local insurance actions to town hall meetings with members of congress. 

Where there is no conflict with our Free Choice Act we will be urging state federations…

and labor councils to participate in these events. 
We are working now with the coalition to establish the priority list of members of Congress for that activity.

The coalition is also planning a massive Washington Lobby Day in Washington in late June. 
Already some unions are planning to participate and combine lobby visits on health care with the Free Choice Act. 

This is our nation’s opportunity for health care reform…

and it won’t happen without strong leadership from the American labor movement. 
Look back on the things we’ve accomplished when we activate the full force of the labor movement. 
Whether it’s the Social Security fight or economic recovery, we make things happen. 
The American people can’t fight the insurance companies on their own. 
They need us. 
And every single member of every single union in this room must understand that this is one of the great battles of our time…

one of the great battles in the history of our country. 
We are going to lead the way. 

It’s clear what we’re up against – but we know the moment is right. 
As President Obama said, it’s time. 
Sisters and Brothers, it’s time. 
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